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And he must do the same if a storm arises on a lake over
which he is sailing. Were he to omit the ceremony, some
harm might befall him or his companions. In this tribe the
birth of twins is comparatively common and is attended by
a number of ceremonies. Old women march about the
village collecting gifts for the infants, while they drum with
a hoe on a piece of ox-hide and sing an obscene song in
praise of the father. Further, two little fetish huts are
built for the twins before their mother's house, and here
people sacrifice for them in season and out of season,
especially when somebody is sick or about to go on a
journey or to the wars. If one or both twins die, two aloes
are planted beside the little fetish hut.1 Lastly, the Hindoos
of the Central Provinces in India believe that a twin can
save the crops from the ravages of hail and heavy rain if he
will only paint his right buttock black and his left buttock
some other colour, and thus adorned go and stand in the
direction of the wind.2
Many of the foregoing facts strongly support an inter- The nun-
pretation which Professor Oldenberg has given of the rules ^Snflat
to be observed by a Brahman who would learn a particular himself
hymn of the ancient Indian collection known as the Samaveda.to ram*
The hymn, which bears the name of the Sakvari song, was
believed   to   embody   the   might  of Indra's weapon,  the
thunderbolt; and hence, on account of the dreadful  and
dangerous potency with which it was thus charged, the bold
student who essayed to master it had to be isolated from his
fellow-men, and to retire from the village into the forest.   Here
for a space of time, which might vary, according to different
doctors of the law, from one to twelve years, he  had to
observe certain rules of life, among which were the following.
Thrice a day he had to touch water; he must wear black
1 P. Reichard, " Die Wanjamuesi,"     of her wishes, and especially a know-
Zfitschrift der  Gesellschaft fur Erd-     ledge of the foture.     See Missions
kunde zu Berlin^ xxiv. (1889), pp. 256     Catholiques^ vii. (1875) p. 592.    This
sq.    Another African superstition as to     suggests   that   elsewhere   two - faced
twins may here be mentioned.    On the     images, like those of Janus, may have
Slave Coast when a woman has brought     been intended to represent twins,
forth stillborn twins, she has a statue
made with two faces and sets it up in        * M. N. Venket&wami,   " Supersti-
* corner of her house.     There   she     tions among  Hindus in the Central
offers it fowls, bananas, and palm-oil     Provinces," Indian Antiquary, xxviii
in order to obtain the accomplishment     (1899) p. in.